
Introduction
The House of Delegates is the offi cial policy-making body of the 

Michigan State Medical Society.  Resolutions are the vehicles used 

Sample Resolution

       Resolution#

Title:   Provider Disclosure  

Introduced by:   Domenic R. Federico, MD, for the Kent  
    County Delegation

Original Author:  John E. vanSchagen, MD

Referred to: [will be assigned] 

House Action: 

Whereas, many physician groups now employ mid-level 
providers, and

Whereas, many of these providers are utilized for pre-
scheduled and emergency visits, and

Whereas, in many instances patients make appointments 
assuming they will see a physician, and

Whereas, many patients are surprised that the appointment 
had actually been scheduled with a mid-level provider, and

Whereas, patients should be informed at the time an 
appointment is scheduled whether the appointment is with  
a physician or a mid-level provider; therefore be it

RESOLVED:  That MSMS encourage its members to inform 
a patient at the time his or her appointment is made whether 
the appointment is with a physician or a mid-level provider.

AUTHOR’S ESTIMATED
FISCAL NOTE, if applicable: $____________________

Resolutions

Structure of a Resolution
· Select a title that is brief and accurate.

· Begin with the inclusion of one or more “whereas” statements 
that explain why the resolution is needed, provide documentation 
in support of the resolution (i.e., data, statistics, references).

· The “whereas” statements lead into one or more “resolved” 
sections.

·  “Resolved” sections defi ne the intent of the resolution, as well 
as any desired action.

Helpful Tips for Submitting a Successful Resolution

· Is the information presented in the resolution accurate?

· Is your desired intent clear?

· Is the action you’re requesting feasible?

· Are there cost implications to the proposed policy, program, or 
action?  If so, you should add an estimated fi scal note setting 
forth the estimated costs.

· Have you contacted your respective county society, specialty 
society, and sections to see if they have a specifi c process prior 
to resolutions being sent to MSMS?

Existing Policy

· Is the topic of the resolution existing MSMS and/or AMA policy?  
If it is already existing policy, consider whether there is a need 
to submit the resolution.  MSMS will be introducing a new 
designation for resolutions that are existing policy and the AMA 
typically does not consider resolutions that are a restatement of 
existing policy.  MSMS and AMA policy can be found on their 
respective websites.

Resolution Deadline
Thank you for your interest in helping to establish the business 

of the MSMS 2011 House of Delegates.  MSMS staff is available to 
answer additional questions you may have.  Remember, resolutions 
are due by March 15, 2011.

The Resolution Process
Resolutions are presented to the MSMS House of Delegates 

by voting delegates on behalf of their county delegation, specialty 
society, ethnic medical society, MSMS membership section, or as 
individual delegates.  In order to be considered as regular business 
of the 2011 House of Delegates, resolutions must be submitted to 
MSMS by March 15.  Once received, resolutions are reviewed by 
MSMS staff for comparison to existing MSMS and AMA policy, 

to debate and determine the policies, priorities, and direction of 
MSMS during the ensuing 12 months and beyond.

legal considerations, and appropriate editing.  They are referred 
to one of the seven House reference committees.  The reference 
committees are responsible for listening to testimony on the rationale 
and merits of the submitted resolutions, discussing the issues raised 
for and against resolutions, and making recommendations to the 
House of Delegates.
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